
ñIntemperance Is The Curse Of The Worldò
Anti-Alcohol Forces Use The Mail To Spread Their Message

Following the Revolutionary War, patterns of alcohol consumption in the new United 

States changed  as the country became more urbanized.  Almost immediately, 

organizations promoting temperance developed, first on religious and moral grounds, 

developing into social and fraternal organizations during the 19th century. 

The temperance movement in the United States became more organized  mid-century with 

the formation of a number fraternal organizations, most notably the Sons of Temperance in 

1842.  Awareness increased, and in 1851 Maine became the first state to pass a prohibition 

against alcohol consumption.  Twelve states soon followed with similar ordinances, 

however, these were difficult to enforce.  With the outbreak of the Civil War, interest in 

intemperance waned. By 1869, all but one of these laws had been repealed.

Backers of the temperance movements during these times used the mails to organize, 

disseminate their messages, and generally promote the cause of temperance.  This exhibit 

uses temperance-related covers, circulars, and printed matter from Great Britain, the 

United States, and Canada from 1830 and 1870 to highlight the use of the mails in support 

of these early prohibitionists. 

This exhibit is organized to show:

ÅTemperance organizations

ÅTemperance-related propaganda envelopes

ÅTemperance-related newspapers, publications, and journals

ÅTemperance-related hotels for travelers

Published by William C. Hale, Hartford, CT, 1850s



March 8, 1843 Philadelphia, PA,. Printed announcement of the election of 

officers for the Pennsylvania State Temperance Society. Although letter sheet 

was printed and sent unsealed, qualifying it for circular mail rate, sent at the 

18¾¢ letter rate (postage collect) for single sheets mailed between 150 and 

400 miles.Addressee was one of those elected as an officer of the Society.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS

1843

Temperance Organizations

Pennsylvania State Temperance Society



September30, 1846. Portland,ME to Rochester,NY. Printedcircular dated

Sep. 18, 1846 with two pagetext of the Maine TemperanceAct and one

pagesolicitationletter from NealDow, CorrespondingSecretaryof theMaine

TemperanceUnion. Portland,ME to RochesterNY. Postagecollect at 2¢

circular rate for circulars sentover 500miles.

Maine Temperance Union 1846
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January 11, 1851. New York, NY to Dover, NH. Printedannouncement

from the Independent Order of Rechabitessoliciting duesfrom local

chapters. 5¢ letter rate.

The Rechabites were a fraternal organization founded in England in 1835 promoting 

temperance among members. The U.S. branch opened in 1842. Named for the 

nomadic, abstaining Rechabites of the Old Testament

Independent Order of  Rechabites 1851

Temperance Organizations



October 11, (1846). Blue Philadelphia,PA, datestampon August28, 1846printed

circular laying out principles and guidelines for the Sons of Temperance

organization. Attachedleaf with blank applicationfor a local charter. ñCircularò

endorsementon facewascrossedout andrated at the 5¢ letter rate, asthe letter

wassealed,which wasagainstregulationsfor circularmail.

Contents 50%

Sons of  Temperance ðApplication for Charter 1846

Temperance Organizations



June 11, 1847. Bangor, ME to Gardiner, ME. Folded circular with coded

passwordandñexplanationòsentto chapterson quarterlybasis. Postagecollectat

5¢ letterratefor mail sentunder500miles.

Contents 50%

Sons of  Temperance ðBangor, ME 1847
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Contents 67%

September 21, 1847. Canandaigua,NY to Rochester,Folded circular announcing

meetingof theSonsof Temperance, WesternNewYork. Sentsealedandwith handwriting

requiring5¢ letterrate.

Sons of  Temperance ðWestern NY 1847
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November 4, 1847.

Elmira, NY to Geneva,

NY. Stamplessfolded

letterwith appliedSons

of Temperance seal

announcing results of

chapter election.

Postagecollect at 5¢

letter rate for mail sent

under500miles.

Sons of  Temperance ðElmira, NY 1847
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November 2, 1849. Wilmington, DE to Dover, DE. Lettersheetwith printed seal of DelawareSonsof

Temperance. Foldedand mailedwith 5¢ 1847 adhesive. Only 40 1847 coversfrom Delawarerecordedin

Alexandercensus.

Sons of  Temperance ðWilmington, DE 1849
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April 8, 1851. Nashua,NH to Peterboro,NH. Corner card from the Grand

Division S. of T.. Blueñ5òratestampfor postageduefrom recipient.

Sons of  Temperance ðNashua, NH 1851
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June 11, 1851. Carrollton, IL to Lacon, Marshall County, IL. Manuscript

endorsementñS. of T.òat lower left. Sentpostagecollectat 5¢ letterrate. Letter

refersto chapteraccounts.

Sons of  Temperance ðIllinois 1851
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October 11, 1851. Lockport, NY to Bristol, NY. Cornercard from the Grand

Worthy Patriarch (G.W.P.) of the Sons of Temperance, WesternNew York

Division.

Sons of  Temperance ðWestern NY 1851
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December 8, 1853.Westville, CT to Hartford, CT. 3¢ first issue Nesbitt stamped 

envelope with Nesbitt seal on backflap.

Sons of  Temperance ðConnecticut 1853
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Trenton, NJ.3Â with ñFò grill on circa 1868 cover to Bridgeport, NJ. Temperance 

propaganda text in the shape of a liquor bottle.  The ñG.S.ò suffix to the name at 

top indicates that sender was an officer (Grand Scribe) of the local Sons of 

Temperance chapter.

Sons of  Temperance ðTrenton, NJ c. 1868
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Grand Council of 

Connecticut. Letter rate. 

Note change in leadership 

of organization and 

increase in membership 

from 300,000 to 400,000 

members

First District of Connecticut (Hartford area). Unsealed circular rate.

Independent Order of  Good Templars, Connecticut 1860s
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The "United Kingdom Alliance" was formed in 1853 for the purpose of
enacting a òMaineLawóin the United Kingdom . The organization
differed from most other UK organizations in that they sought political
and legal remedies to the perceived liquor problem, rather than
campaigning for individual abstinence.

Manchester to Bedale. September 25, 1867. Violet imprint for UK Alliance for the 

Suppression of the Liquor Traffic. Manchester duplex postmark. Bedale receiving 

datestamp on reverse.

UK Alliance for the Total Suppression of  the Liquor Traffic 1867

Temperance Organizations Great Britain



Published by Walter Ludbrook, London, especially for the Band of Hope. Used from 

London to Plymouth in 1869.

The Band of Hope, a temperance organization for working -classchildren,
was founded in Leeds in 1847. In 1855, a national organization was
formed amidst an explosion of Band of Hope work . All members took a
pledge of total abstinenceand were taught the "evils of drink" . Members
were enrolled from the age of six and met once a week to listen to
lectures and participate in activities.

Band of  Hope 1869
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December 1, 1841.Folded letter sheet to Melbourne, Australia with green "The Temperance Enterprise" 

illustrated design at top and "No. 19 Printed and sold by J. Rewcastle, Newcastle.ò Datelined "Allanton 

December 1st 1841.ñ Chirnside Penny Post handstamp, London Ship Letter datestamp, London, and 

Melbourne transit datestamps on reverse.  8d private ship letter rate, as no postal contract to Australia 

existed at the time. 3d due for incoming ship letter. 

A very early Temperance design which predates any recorded British illustrated envelope by six years.

The Temperance Enterprise 1841

Temperance Lettersheet Great Britain


