Nl ntemperance | s The Cut
Anti-Alcohol Forces Use The Mail To Spread Their Message

Following the Revolutionary War, patterasalcohol consumptionn the new United
States changed #se country became more urbanized. Almoshediately,
organizationpromoting temperance developed, first on religious and moral grounds,
developingnto social and fraternalrganizations during the T@entury.

The temperance movement in the United States became more organizedntarg with

the formation of a number fraternal organizations, most notably the Sons of Temperance in
1842. Awareness increased, and in 1851 Maine became the first state to pass a prohibitior
against alcohol consumption. Twelve states soon followed with similar ordinances,
however, these were difficult to enforce. With the outbreak of the Civil War, interest in
intemperance waned. By 1869, all but one of these laws had been repealed.

Backersof the temperancamovements durinthese times used the mails to organize,
disseminate their messages, and generally promote the cause of temperance. This exhibit
uses temperaneaelated covers, circulars, apdnted matter from Great Britain, the

United States, and Canada from 1830 and 18higtdight the use of the mails in support

of these early prohibitionists.

This exhibit is organized to show:
ATemperance organizations
ATemperanceelated propaganda envelopes
ATemperanceelated newspapers, publications, and journals

ATemperanceelated hotels for travelers

Published by William C. Hale, Hartfor@T, 1850s



Temperance Organizations
Pennsylvania State Temperance Society 1843

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS

March 8, 1843Philadelphia, PA Printed announcement of the election of
officers for thePennsylvania State Temperance Societplthough letter sheet
was printed and sent unsealed, qualifying it for circular mail rate, sent at the
18%.¢ letter rate (postage collect) for single sheets mailed between 150 and
400 miles Addressee was one of those elected as an officer of the Society.

Philadelphia, March 4, 1843,

DEAR SIR,
1 have the pleasure to inform you, that at the Annual meeting of the
Stare Temeeraxce Socrery, held at the Temperance Rooms, on Monday, 27th ult., you

were, by a unanimous vote, elected an officer of the Society.

You are notified to attend @ Stated Meeting of the Society, to be held at the Tempe-
rance Rooms, No. 278 Market streety on Thursday evening, March 9th, at half past 7 o’clock.

NATHAN MOORE, ZRee. Sec’ry.

— ——r

TIRON JoWell, *Done
OFFICENS AVD WMANAGHRA, I\\’. 'l‘ilﬁm:, &?ﬁffmm.:‘*‘
Rev, J. F. Berg, Poter Hay, -
G W, Pobee -

FRLENIDENT, |

THOMAS FLEMING. |:nn. Willinn Jessap, Susquehanna,

Elijah Dechart, Baq.. of Horks
Rev, Levi Bul, fs'(").-u




Temperance Organizations

Maine Temperance Union 1846
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ofrestrict the sale of intoxicating drinks. ¢ enure to the prosecuto! complainant, and

An Act
Be it enacted y the Senate and House of Representatives xmae?v:: ;n e foitior opouipY

in Legisluture i smbled, as follows: . | licensing board

Sic. 1. No grson shall be allowed at any time, to sell { sueli suit, by en
:,y himself or hisgelerk, servant or agent, directly or indirect- f°nsd“°‘ ;h““Ai“
¥, 4ny wine, brahdy, rum, or other spirttuous liquors, or uny 5 Sge. 7. And |
lfq‘ 2 ; brahdy, ruo, p q”ﬁ S a judgment rende
vi :

ir names upon th
L recover any cost.

person shull claim o
nst ham, by anﬁ.{s’m
h action or complaint, |
Hlowed, recognize in 3

uors a part of ywhich is spirituous, vxeept as hereafler pro:
ded. 3 E i 5 "G pto- tice, on the trinl
Sxe, 2. Thofrovisions of this nct shall not extend to ! the appeal shall be
wine or spirituod) liquors, which shall b
into the United Qates from any foreign
fuantities than the reven

Dean Syxze—

1 lanve the pheasurs 50 anuGUROe. 4o ot that the Legisisiute of the tiste of Malue, at s coort session, paseed.
by very large majocities the onclossd Act to resiruiu the sle of lotoxicating Drinks.

Phis 3% the fisst instanco, | believe, in whieh the government of = civilized nndl Christinn State hos declared
by statute that thece alail not he within lts borders any traffio fn intoricating fiquors, @0 bu dsnl as o deiuk, nnd
that If any such liquoss shall be sold fat suek pisrposs, undor nay. circamsanoes, it sinll be * st Law awn
Eguiry ann sous cosscomyer” !

Tl low wns coseted in answer to the petitions of more then forty thoussnl of the good people of the State,

atal constitares e first blow enly, which the frloads of Tomp heve, ropwen fo strikn at the sruffic in Btrong
Drinka  We regund this traffic us the most sggravated offence whick can be comamittéd agninst the community :
|aflieting neoessarily and Ivovitsbly the gremtest misehiefs upon society; and wo proposs W eontinve var active
affortn ageinet it, until oar stususex whall provide pesalties foe the offence, ln same degree comumnsrate with its
We hope the examplo of the State of Malue, in the ennctment of (hie baw, will very woan ta fallowal by te
governmeats of all our siser States, wud of evory Christian tion,
“Weey rospectilly yovrs, oL,
NEAL DOW, Corspnding Seretary
o the Muine Trmperamee Lnion,

September30, 1846 Portland,ME to RochesterNY. Printedcircular dated
Sep 18, 1846 with two pagetext of the Maine Temperance Act and one
pagesolicitationletter from Neal Dow, Correspondingecretaryof the Maine
TemperanceJnion. Portland, ME to RochesterNY. Postagecollect at 2¢
circular rate for circulars sentover 500miles.



Temperance Organizations

Independent Order of Rechabites

January 11, 1851 New York, NY to Dover, NH. Printedannouncement
from the Independent Order of Rechabitessoliciting duesfrom local
chapters5¢ letter rate.

The Rechabites were a fraternal organization founded in England in 1835 promoting
temperance among members. The U.S. branch opened in 1842. Named for the
nomadic, abstaining Rechabites of the Old Testament




Temperance Organizations
Sons of Temperance Application for Charter 1846

October 11, (1846. Blue PhiladelphiaPA, datestammn August28, 1846printed

circular laying out principles and guidelines for the Sons of Temperance
organization Attachedleaf with blank applicationfor alocal charterii Ci r cul ar 0
endorsemendn facewascrossedut andrated at the 5¢ letter rate, asthe letter

wassealed which wasagainstregulationgfor circular mail.

CIRCULAR.
T0 THE FRIENDS OF TEMPERANCE IN TUE STATE OF PENNSYLYANIA.
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Temperance Organizations

Sons of Temperance Bangor, ME 1847
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June 11, 1847 Bangor, ME to Gardiner, ME. Folded circular with coded
passworcandii e x p | a semitb ¢chapterdn quarterlybasis Postagecollectat
5¢ letterratefor mail sentunder500 miles
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Temperance Organizations
Sons of Temperance Western NY

1847

September 21, 1847 CanandaiguaNY to Rochester,Folded circular announcing

meetingof the Sonsof TemperanceWesternrNew York. Sentsealedandwith handwriting
requiring5¢ letterrate

CGIRCULAR.
Canandaigua, Sept. 13, 1817,
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Temperance Organizations

Sons of Temperance Elmira, NY 1847
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November 4, 1847
Elmira, NY to Geneva,
NY. Stamplessfolded
letterwith appliedSons
of Temperance seal
announcing results of
chapter election
Postagecollect at 5¢
letter rate for mail sent
under500miles.



Temperance Organizations
Sons of Temperance Wilmington, DE

1849
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November 2, 1849 Wilmington, DE to Dover, DE. Lettersheetwith printed seal of Delaware Sons of
TemperanceFoldedand mailed with 5¢ 1847 adhesive Only 40 1847 coversfrom Delawarerecordedin

Alexandercensus



Temperance Organizations
Sons of Temperance Nashua, NH 1851

April 8, 1851 Nashua,NH to Peterboro,NH. Cornercard from the Grand
Division S. of T.. Blue 50 ratestamgor postageduefrom recipient

Grand Division Sons of Temperance.




Temperance Organizations

Sons of Temperance lllinois 1851

June 11, 1851 Carrollton, IL to Lacon, Marshall County, IL. Manuscript
endorsementi Sof T.0 atlower left. Sentpostagecollectat5¢ letterrate Letter
refersto chapteraccounts
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Temperance Organizations
Sons of Temperance Western NY 1851

October 11, 1851 Lockport, NY to Bristol, NY. Cornercard from the Grand
Worthy Patriarch (G.W.P) of the Sons of TemperanceWesternNew York
Division.

Sons of Temperance, G. D. of Western New York.
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Temperance Organizations

Sons of Temperance Connecticut 1853
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December 8, 1853Westville, CT to Hartford, CT. 3¢ first issue Nesbitt stamped
envelope with Nesbitt seal on backflap.

A Grand Tlibision Sons of Cemperance of Connecticut,
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Temperance Organizations

Sons of Temperance Trenton, NJ c. 1868

Trenton,NJ.3 A wi t h fcifca 1863tovel tb Bridgeport, NJ. Temperance
propaganda text in the shape of a |liquor b
top indicates that sender was an officer (Grand Scribe) of the local Sons of

Temperance chapter.
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thro its reed-liko
neck

the wildest notes
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the queorest strains to m!m.th“ P e
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has slain his &g’n,ufnd War his hundred thousand
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spake —but [ have conquered more than all your fas
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have brought. And still 1 breathe
upon them, a:lmd the sl;rlnk“ m;em
m ath; and yeor DY ¥ -
sn.nyc‘.:?read the di’smnl x’oml of DEarw.”



Temperance Organizations

Independent Order of Good Templars, Connecticut 1860s

Grand Council of
Connecticut. Letter rate.
Note change in leadership
of organization and
increase in membership
from 300,000 to 400,000
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First District of Connecticut (Hartford area). Unsealed circular rate.



Temperance Organizations Great Britain
UK Alliance for the Total Suppression of the Liquor Traffic 1867

Manchester to Bedale September 25, 1867. Violet imprint for UK Alliance for the

Suppression of the Liquor Traffic. Manchester duplex postmark. Bedale receiving
datestamp on reverse.

The "United Kingdom Alliance" was formed in 1853 for the purpose of
enacting a 0 Ma i b @ wd the United Kingdom. The organization
differed from most other UK organizations in that they sought political
and legal remedies to the perceived liquor problem, rather than
campaigning for individual abstinence



Temperance Organizations Great Britain
Band of Hope 1869

Published by Walter Ludbrook, London, especially for the Band of Hope. Used from
London to Plymouth in 1869.

The Band of Hope, a temperance organization for working -classchildren,
was founded in Leeds in 1847 In 1855 a national organization was
formed amidst an explosion of Band of Hope work . All members took a
pledge of total abstinence and were taught the "evils of drink” . Members
were enrolled from the age of six and met once a week to listen to
lectures and participate in activities.



Temperance Lettersheet Great Britain
The Temperance Enterprise 1841
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December 1, 1841Folded letter sheed Melbourne, Australia with green "The Temperance Enterprise”

il lustrated design at top and " No. 19 "Mlantont ed ar
December QhinsidelP8nylPost handstamp, London Ship Letter datestamp, London, and
Melbourne transit datestamps on reverse. 8d private ship letter rate, as no postal contract to Australia
existed at the time. 3d due for incoming ship letter.

A very early Temperance design which predates any recorded British illustrated envelope by six years.



